THROUGH THE LENS OF FAITH: PLEASANT VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
A STUDY OF 1 CORINTHIANS LESSON 9 — 1 CORINTHIANS 3:18-23

PAUL RETURNS TO THE CONCEPTS OF WISDOM AND
QUARRELLING AMONG YOU e e e m e — - = <
FOOLISHNESS HE BEGAN DISCUSSING IN 1:18-31. ’
WIisboM / FOLLY
THE “WISE IN THIS AGE” ARE THE ONES
*(1:18) For the word of

DESTROYING GOD’S TEMPLE (3:16-17)! X
the cross is folly to

18 Let no one deceive himself. If | those who aze perishing,
THINKS...HE IS WISE ] but to us who are being
*nis is a sign of faitn  gNyone among you thinks that

saved it is the power of
in self (flesh - 3:1-4),

God.
e s o decertion T2t he js wise in this age, let him

*(1:20-21) Where is the
lead us to God.

one who is wise? Where
eow 357, rem 12216 DEcome a fool that he may

*Paul is still dealing
with the root cause of
their divisions (1:10-31)

is the scribe? Where is
the debater of this age?
Has not God made foolish

*It is not through human e Y~_ i.e. embrace what the wisdom of the world?
wisdom, strength, or become WISE. \. the _world finds For since, in the wisdom
worldly position that one foolish (Mt 5:3) of God, the world did

is saved, but only through

God’s wise plan and power 19 For the WiSdom Of this World

accomplished through the

S y is folly with God.|Forlit is

IT IS WRITTEN
(JoB 5:3; Ps 94:11)!
Just like in 1:19,

not know God through
wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of
what we preach to save
those who believe.

- e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Wr‘|tten’ <- PAUL IS AGAIN HIGHLIGHTING THE
TWO PERSPECTIVES FROM (1:18-31)

Paul goes to

scripture to show “He catches the wise in their 0 2 WARNINGS 0

that faith in the LET No ONE...

wisdom of tlhfe world craftiness,” << JoB 5:13 (3:18) DECEIVE HIMSELF!
(l:i.spsleace)d *° (3:21) BOAST IN MEN!
G ’ 2%and again, “The Lord knows T

BOAST IN MEN

PauL’s concLusion? |\ the thoughts of the wise, that s is exactiy wnac the

STOP DOING WHAT ) Corinthian Christians
You’vE BEEN DOING! they are futlle. << PsSALM 94:11 fe;e doing! (1:1? Lack
The cause was their lac
T A JER 9:23-24 (‘lCol:s‘l) of maturity that left
2 . them viewing things
Sojlet no one boast in men. ..t cioen 3:1-0)
ALL THINGS ARE YOURS? F r II th .n r r
. s TTTEETEEEEEEEEEEEST ES
;il% the te?Chlgg;RggNE slFOrja Ings are yours, /  WORLD, LIFE, DEATH, °
-hrist are for / PRESENT, AND FUTURE
in the community of /

*For those who love God,
“all things” such as the
world, life, death,
present, and future, are
being used by God for our
eternal good (Rom 8:28)

faith, regardless of II 22 Whether PaUI or ApO"OS or

the teacher.

*There is no exclusive ‘\ Ceghas Or the World Or Iife Or

information from Paul,
or Apollos, or Cephas

\
et tor heir tonramers. v death or the present or the

*The purpose o eir *
fenching o to 1eaa oeners  fUture—all are yours,

to fellowship with Christ,

*The benefits and lessons
learned from these sources
are for everyone they

not with men! ’3 \Elappen to! o
L] ’ ———————————————————
-1Jn 1:1-4
a . and you are Christ’s, and e enmier 1o Gomre
! { { ’ John 14:6-7 “I th
o WHAT 1S THE ’ ChrISt ls GOd s' aidnthe truth :Irrlld tieway,
PURPOSE oF ALL life. No one comes to the
THESE THINGS BEING ----9% TO HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH Father except throuah me’”
FOR THE BELIEVER? THE SON AND THE FATHER! P g

-John 1:1-18; 10:30

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

This handout can be downloaded in PDF
format from: (teamagee.com/lcorinthians2026)



THROUGH THE LENS OF FAITH: PLEASANT VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
A STUDY OF 1 CORINTHIANS LESSON 9 — 1 CORINTHIANS 3:18-23

Quarrelling Among You / Wisdom & Folly

1 Corinthians 1:10-31 (ESV)

10| appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same judgment. 1! For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that
there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 2 What | mean is that each one of you says,
“I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? |
thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 1° so that no one may
say that you were baptized in my name. ¢ (I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) ’ For Christ did
not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent
wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. *° For it is written,

“1 will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age?
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? %! For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what
we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek
wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, 2* but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. > For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2/ But God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; 22 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that
are not, to bring to nothing things that are, ?° so that no human being might boast in the
presence of God. 3° And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3! so that, as it is
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Destroying God’s Temple
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (ESV)
16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? 7 If

anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you
are that temple.
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Thinks He is Wise

1 Corinthians 3:1-4 (ESV)

1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as
infants in Christ. 2 | fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And
even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? * For
when one says, “l follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely
human?

Proverbs 3:5-7 (ESV)

> Trust in the Lorp with all your heart,

and do not lean on your own understanding.
®1n all your ways acknowledge him,

and he will make straight your paths.
’ Be not wise in your own eyes;

fear the LoRD, and turn away from evil.

Romans 12:16 (ESV)
16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.
Never be wise in your own sight.

Become a Fool

Matthew 5:3 (ESV)
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

It Is Written

Job 5:12-13 (ESV)
12 He frustrates the devices of the crafty,
so that their hands achieve no success.
13 He catches the wise in their own craftiness,
and the schemes of the wily are brought to a quick end.

Psalm 94:11 (ESV)

11 the LorRo—knows the thoughts of man,
that they are but a breath.
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Boast in Men

Jeremiah 9:23-24 (ESV)

23 Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty
man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts
boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that | am the LorRD who practices
steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things | delight,
declares the LorD.”

1 Corinthians 1:31 (ESV)
31 5o that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

All Things are Yours

Romans 8:28 (ESV)
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose.

1 John 1:1-4 (ESV)

! That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with
our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word
of life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim
to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3 that
which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. * And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

Christ is God’s

John 1:1-18 (ESV)

1n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2
He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him
was not any thing made that was made. # In him was life, and the life was the light of
men. °> The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ” He came as a witness, to
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light,
but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. *° He was in
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. ! He
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive
him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, '3 who
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
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14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. > (John bore witness about
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before
me, because he was before me.” ”) 1 For from his fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace. !’ For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. ¥ No one has ever seen God; God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side,
he has made him known.

John 10:30 (ESV)
30 | and the Father are one.”

John 14:1-7 (ESV)

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a
place for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take
you to myself, that where | am you may be also. * And you know the way to where | am
going.” ®> Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” © Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
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